Fingringhoe

Church of England (VA) Primary School

School Information Report for SEND Provision

This school information report has been written in line with the SEND Code of Practice 2014 (updated 2015),

Fingringhoe CofE Primary School is committed to providing an appropriate, inclusive and high-quality education to
all children. We believe that all children, including those identified as having special educational needs, have a
common entitlement to a broad and balanced academic and social curriculum, which is accessible to them, and to be
fully included in all aspects of school life.

We believe that all children should be equally valued in school. We will strive to eliminate prejudice and
discrimination and to develop an environment where all children can flourish and feel safe. We believe that
educational inclusion is about equal opportunities for all learners, whatever their age, gender, ethnicity, impairment,
attainment and background.

The questions below will support you in understanding the SEND provision offered at Fingringhoe CofE Primary
School.

Who is responsible for the SEND provision at Fingringhoe CofE Primary School?

In line with the SEND Code of practice, all class teachers are responsible for the progress and development of the
pupils in their class, including where pupils access support from teaching assistants or specialist staff.

Under the SEND Code of Practice, a Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) is responsible for coordinating
the school's provision for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). This includes developing
and implementing the school's SEND policy, coordinating support for individual students, and working with staff,
parents, and external agencies to ensure a graduated, ‘assess, plan, do, review’ approach to support. The SENCo
also advises teachers on strategies and provision, assists in managing support staff, and ensures the school is

compliant with SEND regulations.

The SENCo at Fingringhoe CofE Primary School is Mrs R Niven who is a qualified teacher with Qualified Teacher
Status (QTS) and who holds the mandatory National SENCO Award. She works one day a week and can be

contacted on: admin@fingringhoe.essex.sch.uk via the school office.

The Governor Responsible for SEND is Leanne Theobald who can be contacted on: admin@fingringhoe.essex.sch.uk

via the school office.
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What kind of SEND need does Fingringhoe CofE Primary School support?

A pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special education provision, that is provision
different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age.

The four broad areas of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) come from the UK's Department for
Education's (DfE) SEND Code of Practice 2014 (updated 2015), a government document setting out guidance for
educational settings, and they are:

e Communication and Interaction

e Cognition and Learning

e Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)
e Sensory and/or Physical Needs.

How will Fingringhoe CofE Primary School identify children with Special Educational Needs and what
assessments may be carried out?

Starting school with a diagnosis or need:

Some children start school with a diagnosis or need which means that they require special educational provision
which has already been identified by other professionals. Other children may be identified during their time at
school.

Identification in school:

Children are carefully monitored through their daily performance, observations and formal and informal
assessments. From this we can identify when a child may require additional support/ adaptive teaching strategies.

This information is collected from:

e Baseline assessment results

e Admissions meetings

e Progress measured against the objectives in the National Curriculum

e Progress measured against the Pre-Key Stage One or Pre-Key Stage Two Standards

e National Curriculum descriptors for the end of a key stage

e Progress against age related expectations

e Progress measured against assessments such as The Engagement Model or Cherry Garden Curriculum for
those pupils working below the National Curriculum expectations.

e Standardised screening and assessment tools

¢ Reading/spelling ages

e Concerns raised by parents

e Teacher/LSA/SENCo identification through observation

e Phonics Screening

e Speech and language screening

e Tracking progress through interventions

e Pre-school assessments and liaison between settings

e An existing EHCP or medical diagnosis

e Assessments by a specialist service, such as educational psychology, speech and language or occupational
therapy
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How do we talk to parents/carers and involve them in their children’s education?

The class teacher is the initial point of contact for responding to parental concerns.

Where appropriate, the concern will then be shared with the SENCO, Mrs R Niven. Further discussions may then
take place between all the relevant parties to determine the best way forward for your child.

All parents will be listened to. Their views and their aspirations for their child will be central to the assessment and
provision that is provided by the school.

Formal — these may include:

e Parent consultation meetings

e Termly review meeting for One Plans

e |nviting you in to meet with professionals

e Annual reports

e Annual Reviews for children with an Education Health and Care Plan

Informal — these may include:

e Informal discussions with staff

e Home/school books

e Tapestry in EYFS

e Emails and phone calls home

e Parent workshops

e Parent coffee mornings

e Book looks and open classrooms
o Newsletters

e School website

What arrangements are there for involving your child in their education?

We believe in a child-centered approach whereby when children have additional needs, the thoughts and feelings of
the child are taken into account when making decisions about their education.

e My One Page Profile

e My Views document for EHCP

e Annual Review meetings/termly review meetings
e One Plans

e Parents evening

e Conversations with staff

e School Council meetings

What is the approach to teaching children and young people with SEND?

‘Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of the pupils in their class, including

where pupils access support from teaching assistants or specialist staff.” SEN Code of Practice, June 2014 (6.36)

The following approaches are used at Fingringhoe CofE Primary School:
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» Graduated approach linked to assess, plan, do, review

This means that we will:

e Assess a child’s special educational needs
e Plan the provision to meet your child’s aspirations and agreed outcomes
e Do put the provision in place to meet those outcomes

e Review the support and progress

e Provision which is ‘additional to and different from’ will identify a child with additional needs and it may
mean they are placed on our SEND register

e The provision of High quality teaching , SEN Support, Implementation of provision on an Education, Health
and Care Plan

e Taking account of recommendations from specialist outside agencies

e Relevant research-based intervention programmes linked with provision guidance

e Essex Ordinarily Available resources

How are adaptations made to the learning environment and curriculum?

The school is committed to high quality teaching and ensuring that lessons meet the needs of and challenge all
pupils. Our teachers are trained to adapt lessons and break down barriers to learning that may be causing difficulties
for the child. Teachers use a variety of different approaches including visual, aural, kinesthetic methods as well as
peer to peer collaboration and effective questioning. We encourage all learners to work independently and take
responsibility for their learning.

Interventions may include:

o Life skills

e Little Wandle Catch Up/Rapid Catch-up support

e Working with Lego

e Play Therapy

e Talk Boost

e Sensory sessions and sensory diet

e Fine Motor Skills

e Speech and language support on an individual basis
e Transition and nurture groups

e Precision teaching

It may also include:

e Changes and adaptations to the physical environment
e The use of assistive technology

e Advice from professionals

e Specialist resources

For further information see the Accessibility Policy/Plan — this describes the actions the school has taken to increase
access to the environment, the curriculum and to printed information is available via the school website.
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What expertise and training do staff supporting SEND have?

e  Our SENCo holds the mandatory National SENCO qualification and receives training throughout the year on
new and current SEND issues. This includes in person through local SEND cluster meetings and training
courses and also online through the National College.

e All school staff have received training relating to SEND. We are part of the STAY project in 2025-2026,
which is a county funded initiative and ensures we have access to a wide range of professionals and
resources.

o All staff will receive specialist training when required and available. Our staff attend various training
programmes organised by the local authority or relevant other professionals.

In addition, staff may have access to the following support:

Inclusion Partner advice

Educational Psychologist advice

Speech & Language Therapist advice

Occupational Therapist advice / Physiotherapist advice
The Emotional and Wellbeing Mental Health service
Play Therapist support

Qutreach support

Social workers

Counselling

School nurse service

SENCo cluster, updates and specific training

How does the school involve other professionals and support services?

¢ Invites to EHCP/annual review meetings
e Invite to Team Around the Family (TAF) meetings
e Open door policy

Referrals as appropriate to:

e  Community paediatrician

e Child and Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
e Speech and Language Therapist (SALT)
e Social care

e Educational Psychologist (EP)

e Inclusion Partner (IP)

e Occupational Therapist (OT)

e Physiotherapist (PT)

e Family Engagement Facilitator

e Play Therapist

e School Nurse

e Young Carers

e Behaviour support - GROW

Family support to include signposting to:

» Family Solutions
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* Kids Inspire

* Next Chapter

= Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service
= Educational Psychology Service

= And various other local support groups

Parents may also be able to access some of these services through their family GP.

What support is there for improving social and emotional development?

Sometimes children need support for emotional and social needs. This is provided through:

e Nurture support

e  Social skills and/or Friendship groups

e Self-regulation practices

e Emotional and mental wellbeing

e Trauma Perceptive Practice

e Environmental audits

e |dentified go-to adults

o Where it is felt that pupils are encountering significant emotional difficulties, the support of outside agencies
will be considered, such as Child and Mental Health Service (CAMHS), Mind and the school nursing team.

The school follows the advice set out in the Department for Education document: Mental Health and Behaviour in
Schools (March 2016).

The school’s PSHE curriculum (SCARF) and mindfulness practice promotes good mental health.

Safeguarding:

Fingringhoe CofE Primary School takes all aspects of safeguarding seriously and all school policies and procedures
are in line with Keeping Children Safe in Education September 2025. All staff are aware of the increased risk and

vulnerability of SEND pupils and this group of pupils are closely monitored by the SENCO and Designated Lead for
Safeguarding.

How will my child’s medical needs be met?

If a pupil has a medical need, then a care plan is compiled with support from parents/carers and in consultation with
medical practitioners where appropriate. These are shared with all staff who work with the child.

e A proportion of the staff have basic first aid training

e EYFS staff have paediatric first aid training in line with national requirements.

e EpiPen training is undertaken by staff yearly (as required)

e  Where a child has specific medical needs, additional staff training will be arranged in consultation with the
relevant professionals.

All medicine administration procedures adhere to the LA policy and Department of Education (DfE) guidelines
included within and identified in the school medicine administration policy.

Additional Information

The Local Offer

The purpose of the local offer is to enable parents and young people to see more clearly what services are available
in their area and how to access them. It includes provision from birth to 25, across education, health and social care.
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Information on the Essex Local Offer can be found at: Essex Local Offer
Essex Family Forum

The parent/carer forum in Essex for families whose children and young people, up to the age of 25, have special
educational needs or disabilities.

Information can be accessed here: Essex Family Forum

To discover more about the educational options available in Essex please use this link: Essex education and childcare
options

Northeast Essex (Colchester and Tendring):

SENDOperations.NE@essex.gov.uk

Phone: 0345 603 7638

The phone line is open from 8:30 to 17:00, Monday to Friday, excluding bank holidays.

Other useful websites:

SENDIASS- a confidential and impartial information, advice and support service on issues related to special
educational needs and disability (SEND): Essex SEND IASS

Family action- practical, emotional and financial support to those who are experiencing poverty, disadvantage and
social isolation across the country.: Family Action

Contact - for families with disabled children: Contact

Autism Anglia - practical advice and resources for people with autism: Autism Anglia

The Maze Group - free monthly drop-in sessions, a specialist weekly programme and additional workshops to guide,
advise and support for families of children with additional needs: The Maze Group

Young Minds - Mental health support: Young Minds

EWMHS - Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health Service: EWMHS

The following policies may be useful, and can be found on the school’s website:

SEND policy

Pupil Premium statement
Admissions policy

Attendance policy

Accessibility policy

Behaviour and relationships policy

What should | do if | am concerned?
If you have any concerns relating to the school’s provision for your child regarding SEND, please speak to the class
teacher or SENCO. We aim to resolve any concerns parents have in person to arrive at a mutual understanding to

support your child.

If a complaint is made and cannot be resolved in the initial stages, parents may submit a formal complaint which will
be dealt with according to the school’s complaints procedure.

December 2025



https://send.essex.gov.uk/
https://essexfamilyforum.org/
https://send.essex.gov.uk/help-learning/education-and-childcare-options
https://send.essex.gov.uk/help-learning/education-and-childcare-options
mailto:SENDOperations.NE@essex.gov.uk
https://www.essexsendiass.co.uk/
http://www.family-action.org.uk/
http://www.cafamily.org.uk/
http://www.autism-anglia.org.uk/
http://www.themazegroup.co.uk/
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://waltonmedicalcentre-essex.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Final-new-EWMHS-booklet-011215-1.pdf

