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Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Policy

Special educational needs and disabilities in our school

At Finginghoe CofE Primary School, we work in line with the Essex SEND advice and guidance: Ordinarily
Available (OA) which is a framework for mainstream settings, focusing on inclusion and universal support
for all pupils, and especially those with SEND. This framework outlines how pupils with a range of
additional needs are supported within our school. We also follow our Equalities Policy and Accessibility
Plan. All pupils, regardless of their needs, receive inclusive teaching and are recognised as valued
members of our school community. We offer a range of provision to support children with communication
and interaction needs, cognition and learning difficulties, social and emotional needs, mental health needs,
and sensory or physical needs.

As part of the Tiptree and Stanway Consortium of Schools, we follow a shared approach to meeting the
needs of pupils with SEND. The local authority supports us in ensuring that all pupils, whatever their
specific needs, make the best possible progress. Our school offer is shaped by our collective resources
and the unique ethos of each individual school. When appropriate, we seek advice from one another and
share expertise to strengthen our provision.

Special educational needs

Children with SEND have learning difficulties that require additional or specialised provision. Many pupils
may experience specific educational needs at some point in their school life. Since September 2014, we
have worked in accordance with the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25
years. At Fingringhoe, staff consistently follow this framework, which uses a graduated approach built
around a continuous cycle of Assess > Plan > Do > Review.

Compliance
This policy has been written with reference to the following guidance and documents:

e Equality Act 2010: Advice for schools — (DfE May 2014)
e SEND Code of Practice 0 to 25 (July 2014)

e Schools SEND Information Report Regulations (2014)

e Children and Families Act (2014)

e Ordinarily Available framework (2023)
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Special educational needs and disability: school information

The Headteacher has overall responsibility for Special Educational Needs and Disability at Fingringhoe
CofE Primary School.

The designated teacher (our SENDCO) responsible for coordinating SEND provision for our children is Mrs
Rachel Niven.

School contact number: 01206 729266

Email FAO SENDCO: admin@fingringhoe.essex.sch.uk

The governor with oversight of the arrangements for SEND can be contacted by emailing: (FAO SEND
Governor) admin@fingringhoe.essex.sch.uk

Aims and objectives

We have high aspirations for all children in our school, including those identified as having SEND. Our aim
is to help every pupil become a confident individual who leads a fulfilling life and makes a successful
transition to secondary education and adulthood. We are committed to creating a fully inclusive
environment in which the whole school community adapts to meet the needs of each individual child.

Aims

e To foster an atmosphere of encouragement, acceptance, respect for achievement, and sensitivity to
individual needs, enabling all children to thrive.

e To work in partnership with parents to support children’s learning and health needs.

e To identify, as early as possible, any barriers to learning and participation for pupils with SEND.

e To ensure access to the curriculum and support progression through it, including personalised
programmes of study where appropriate.

e To involve children, where appropriate, in planning, reviewing, and monitoring the support for their
special educational needs and/or disabilities.

Objectives

e To ensure all staff understand their safeguarding responsibilities and the importance of protecting
every child, reinforced through annual training.

e To identify and provide appropriate support for children with special educational needs and
disabilities.

e To place children at the centre of our inclusive practices and decision-making.

e To offer guidance and support to all staff working with children with SEND, including access to
training and advice that promotes high-quality teaching and learning for all pupils.
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e To ensure that all staff are clear about their roles and responsibilities in supporting pupils with SEND.
e To work with the governing body so they can fulfil their statutory and strategic responsibilities
regarding SEND provision.

e To operate in accordance with the SEND Code of Practice (2014).

Admission arrangements

Refer to admissions policy available on the school website.

Facilities for pupils with SEND

Refer to the accessibility plan available on the school website.

Resources

The Headteacher and SENDCO use each pupil's EHCP and the local authority banding document to
identify needs and plan appropriate provision. Time is allocated for staff to review progress, discuss
curriculum requirements, and support smooth transitions between classes and phases. The governors
also ensure that funding is directed toward developing curriculum resources and that staff receive up-to-
date training on SEND practice.

Send information report and Essex Local Offer

Information relating to the SEND information report and Essex Local Offer can be found on the school
website.

Identifying SEND

The SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 (July 2014) identifies SEND under four broad areas of need (sections
6.28 to 6.35):

i. Communication and Interaction.

ii. Cognition and learning.

iii. Social, emotional and mental health difficulties.
iv. Sensory and/or physical needs.

The school’s process (SEND support summary) relating to identification and support of pupils identified
with additional needs can be found in the appendix of this policy.
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Starting and leaving school

Parents/carers are invited to an information evening in the summer term to discuss their child’s needs
with staff. For pupils requiring additional transition support, planning may begin earlier in collaboration
with families, nurseries, and the local authority. When a child joins mid-year, information is gathered
from their previous school and parents/carers.

Before transfer to secondary school, our staff meet with the SENDCo and senior leaders at the receiving
school to ensure all relevant information is shared and appropriate supportis in place.

One Planning - Person-Centred Approach

‘One Plan’ provision maps are created for pupils with EHCPs or significant needs through collaboration
with parents/carers and the child. Targets are set jointly and implemented by the class teacher, with
support from the SENDCo and trained staff. Plans are reviewed at least termly, and progress is
monitored through regular Pupil Progress meetings.

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP)

Pupils with more complex needs may have an EHCP, issued by the local authority. Further information
on identification, assessment, provision, and personal budgets for children with SEND is available
through Essex County Council. https://send.essex.gov.uk/

Approval by governors: December 2025

Review due: December 2026

Appendix:
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SEND Support Summary — Code of Practice Systems for Essex Schools

This shows what things look like if school systems are following the Code of Praclice
You can contact yvour Link Educational Psychologist and Inclusion Partner at any time.

What if we have concerns about a pupil’s attainment, well-being or SEND?

1. School senior management and SENCO to:

g}:’; + ensure High Quality Teaching and support is in place, including as per the Essex Ordinarily
BT Available
f.10 s refer to the school's Assesament and Intervention Pyramids (where used, first tier) and ensure
6.4 - appropriate interventions are in place consistently
6.z * usze the Essex Inclusion Framework process where appropriate
* monitor and review the impact of actions and interventions through ongeing assessment.
2. If concems remain, think about the following areas of development:
* Literacy If a pupil has Hearing Impairment,
*  Maths YWision Impairment, Multi-Sensory
854 « Speech and Language Impairment, or Physical &
B.52 *  Social Communication/Autism Spectrum Condition Meurclogical Impairment, then
= Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs refer to the Bhysical & Sensony
*  Physicalisensory needs Impaiment Soecialist Teaching
+ Self-helplindependence skills (toileting, eating etc) =gnvice for advice.
+  Any other needs
14 3. School to camy out assessments of all these areas of needs, unless you are very sure they aren't relevant
18 {zee e.g. Essex Recommended Assessments for ldentifying Pupils” Meeds, other appropriate
827 asaessments).

4. School to use these assessment resulis to identify areas of development that need further intervention.

5. SEMCO, staff and parents together decide if the pupil has additional needs and will be added to the SEN
618 register, with reference to the Code of Practice and assessment results {requiring ‘additional to or different
from’ provision).

6. If pupil has additional needs, SENCO to work with staff, parentsfcarers and the pupil to put a One Plan in
place using aszessment results, person-centred planning approaches, Essex One Planning Guidance,

.14 - Targeted layer of Ordinarily Available, Assessment and Intervention Pyramids, Inclusion Framework etc.
627 Make sure that the One Plan has a section (e.9. a row) for each identified area of need (check the list of
‘?-f - areas of development above and use all which are appropriate), with information addressing Assess, Plan,
e Do, Review (e.g. across four columns) for each area of need, including relevant evidence-based
interventions.
£i.48 7. Re-administer assessments before termly One Plan meetings (unless they are standardised and cam only
.54 be used twice a year) for each area of need. Use these to inform the review and updated One Plan.
.44 - &. If concems about progress remain, SENCO to carry out further observation and consultation with
6.55 teacher(s) and parents/carers and update One Plan.
9. If concerns about progress remain after further cycles of One Planning (unless there are sudden significant
concerns about a pupil), SENCOs can discuss with their Link Educational Peychologist/inclusion Partner,
6.5 - preferably at the Strategic Planning Meeting/Termly Meeting.
B.82
g-g{ - For consultation you will need: signed parent consent form, assessment and intervention information, One

Plans, any other professional reports etc. The EF/IP will then advise on appropriate next steps, which may
involve, for example, recommending school to attend relevant training, updates to One Plan, further school
assessment and intervention, further EPP involvement, or other action or referral.




